The Cuban Revolution was about more
than the removal of the Batista regime.
Its goal was the complete political,
social and cultural transformation
of a nation. Central to that vision
were women – who ran underground
networks, managed information and,
ultimately, fought alongside their
brothers. This is their story.
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A R R I VA L , B L O O D & S H A D OW S
FA L L 1 9 5 2
Elections are coming. But there are also rumors of another
imminent arrival. Fulgencio Batista is returning from selfimposed exile in the United States. The former president is coming
to lay claim to the island once again. But this time he knows he
cannot win the election fairly: he has neither been forgiven nor
forgotten. No matter. He will win by other means.
The bloody coup d’état takes place in March, just over two months
before the elections are due to take place. Once Batista has
control, he turns his attention to his enemies – which is everyone
who has ever opposed him, then or now. His police and militia
unleash a brutal wave of terror and oppression. It begins in the
provinces and spreads unchecked like a contagion through the
island. Every dawn brings more murder, torture, assassination
and corruption. The people live each day in fear. Who will be
next? The outrage continues. Meanwhile, in the background,
shadows are moving, growing in number, moving silently across
the land. Something is taking shape.

IT IS REVOLUTION.
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Invented in Manhattan around
1890 – a time when no American
drinker would have countenanced
adding water to a good spirit – this

PA S S I O N , P E R S UA S I O N & P R I N C I P L E

“high priest of tall drinks” is today’s

December 1952. Celia Sánchez, a doctor’s daughter from Pilón, has two great gifts: a

perfect session drink.

compassionate heart and an unbreakable will. As a young woman of twenty, she instigates
a collection for the children of the poor in Pilón to be distributed on the Feast of the Epiphany.
Furthermore, she insists that the donations she elicits from local businesspeople of toys and
books and shoes are of good quality – just the same as they would provide for their own children.
Her extraordinary capacity for organization and persuasion will define the rest of her
life – and help shape the fate of a nation.
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RUM & COLA
Bahamian Rum, Italian Amaro, Cola,
Champagne, Aromatic Bitters

MOJITO
Cuban Rum Blend, Lime, Mint,
Aromatic Bitters, Club Soda

BAD PENNY
London Dry Gin, Italian Bianco Vermouth, Jalapeño,
Grapefruit, Lemon, Passionfruit, Cucumber

SECRET SANTA
Islay Scotch, Jamaican Rum, Pomegranate,
Lime, Mole Bitters

A

SY M B O L

S ET

ON

HIGH

May, 1953. From a distance Batista’s spies are watching a small crowd haul a packing case

ALL DRINKS

up a mountainside. But what is inside the case is not weapons. It is something more powerful.
On that day, doctor Manuel Sánchez, his daughter Celia and some friends have arranged for
a statue to be placed on Mount Turquino, in the Sierra Maestra. It is a figure of José Martí,
the father of the nation – the embodiment of its highest aspirations, set upon its highest peak.
The act is both a reminder and a gesture of defiance; a symbol more dangerous than any rifle.
The apostle of revolution is watching, and he sees all.
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H I G H B A L L

SOFT TOUCH
London Dry Gin, Bergamot, Honey,
Coconut, Lemon, Burlesque Bitters

DRAG QUEEN
Venezuelan Rum, Maple, Cinnamon,
Apple Cider, Cream

BIRD’S EYE VIEW
Rye Whiskey, Jamaican Rum, Italian Bitter,
Oloroso Sherry, Coffee Tonic

B I L LY T H E K I D
Reposado Tequila, Mezcal, Tomato,
Lime, Salt, Grapefruit Hefeweizen

A U D A C I T Y, F A I L U R E & I N S P I R A T I O N
26th July 1953. Fidel Castro leads a strike at the heart of the dictatorship – the garrison
at Moncada. The army responds with ferocity and executes many of the participants.
Fidel Castro is arrested and put on trial. He argues his own defense and his impassioned

ALL DRINKS

speech is secretly transcribed and printed. It is circulated like samizdat and becomes a
manifesto, with its rallying cry: “La historia me absolverá” – history will absolve me.
The Moncada attack fails, yet also succeeds. Widespread but fragmentary efforts to
depose the dictator coalesce around the event and the date – and give it a name: the July
26th Revolutionary Movement (M-26-7).
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One of the oldest mixed drinks,
punch truly began to flourish in India,
during the Age of Empire. Thereafter,

S T E A D F A S T, L O Y A L & U N B R E A K A B L E
February
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They
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be sure to follow.

months of interrogation. Not only are they themselves tortured, they are forced to
witness the brutality inflicted on friends, on loved ones. Still they refuse to co-operate,
saying that if their comrades have withstood all this and still not spoken, so can they.
When Haydée and Melba are finally released, friends and families ask ‘What will you do now?’
They reply, ‘Now we start again.’
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MARY PICKFORD
Cuban Rum Blend, Maraschino, Pineapple,
Pomegranate, Lime, Burlesque Bitters

NACIONAL
Cuban Rum Blend, French Bitter,
Banana, Apricot, Yuzu, Pineapple, Lime

SELF DEFENSE
French Vodka, Green Chili, Honey,
Orange, Lemon

UNDER LOCK AND KEY
Bourbon, Blended Scotch, Corn, Strawberry,
Black Peppercorn, Cream, Whole Egg

O U T O F T H E S H A D OW S , I N TO T H E DAY L I G H T
May 1955. M-26-7 comprises two elements. The first is a military component, involving combat,
training and logistics. After his release from prison for his part in the Moncada attack, Castro

ALL DRINKS

directs these. The second part is the underground unit: the clandestinos. The commander of this
is Frank País, a young teacher – as passionate and committed as Castro.
Frank has perfected the art of operating under cover, sometimes by hiding in plain sight. Though
he is penniless, he contrives to present himself smartly and often travels as part of a couple in
order to eliminate suspicion.
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PIÑA COLADA
Caribbean Rum, Overproof Rum, Pineapple,
Coconut, Vanilla, Cream, Lime, Salt

MAID OF HONOR
Single Malt Scotch, Blended Japanese Whisky, Peated
Irish Whiskey, Banana, Lime, Ponzu

JET LAG
Blanco Tequila, Mezcal, German Bitter, Prickly Pear,
Lime, Tasmanian Peppercorn, Absinthe

MINT CONDITION
Haitian Rum, Italian Bitter, Cacao, Mint,
Cream, Whole Egg

E N G I N E E R I N G

C H A N G E

ALL DRINKS

June 1956. Raúl and Fidel Castro are in Mexico and planning a major assault on Batista’s
regime. Vilma Espín, who has been completing graduate engineering studies at MIT in Boston, is
a key figure among the clandestinos and a close associate of Frank País. Opting to return to Cuba
via Mexico, she is met there by Fidel Castro himself. She becomes a key conduit for information
between Cuba and Mexico, and plays a major role in organizing underground operations on the
island ahead of the forthcoming initiative.
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Though related to punch, the sour is

THE REVOLUTION RUNS AGROUND
December

1956.

Celia

Sánchez

has

planned

everything

for

the

arrival

snappier and shorter, with just three
core ingredients – alcohol, citrus &
sugar. The Cuban classic is perhaps

f ro m Me x i c o o f t h e y a c h t G ra n m a . O n b o a rd i s a g u e r r i l l a f o rc e o f 8 2 ,

the most famous of all sours,

a s w e l l a s R a ú l a n d F i d e l C a s t ro , C h e G u e v a ra a n d C a m i l o C i e n f u e g o s .

the Daiquiri.

The landing will also trigger operations by clandestinos across the island. But the
seas are rough, the ship is late, runs aground and is then driven far from the agreed
landing point. The clandestinos wait as long as they can but are forced to step back
into the shadows or face exposure. The guerrilla force eventually lands but has to
struggle through a swamp. Time is lost. Advantage is lost. And many lives are lost.
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BOOT CAMP
Single Malt Scotch, Aquavit, Sangiovese,
Blackberry, Lemon, Egg White

STORMY WEATHER
London Dry Gin, Italian Bitter, Almond,
Vanilla, Peach, Egg White

RUNNING BATTLE
Pisco, Bergamot, Apricot, Grapefruit, Lemon,
Dandelion, Chamomile

B L U E - A R S E D F LY
Haitian Rhum, Oloroso Sherry, Coconut,
Lime, Tandoori Spice

A CONVERSATION THAT LASTS FOR YEARS
February 1957. Celia Sánchez and Fidel Castro finally meet face to face. With her remarkable

ALL DRINKS

abilities for organizing – finding resources, manpower, equipment, locations – Celia has been a
key figure in Frank País’s underground movement. Ideologically, she and Castro have much in
common, but there are also gaps. When the Granma landing failed, she called off the operation
in order to protect the clandestinos. She also fears that Castro has been too trusting in the past,
which has compromised his safety and that of others. But at their first encounter in the Sierra
Maestra a conversation begins that continues throughout the rest of their lives.
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CLASSIC DAIQUIRI
Cuban Rum Blend, Lime, Sugar

FRESH FRUIT DAIQUIRI
Cuban Rum Blend, Lime, Sugar
Coconut / Banana / Pineapple / Strawberry

E . H E M I N G WAY S P E C I A L
Cuban Rum Blend, Maraschino,
Grapefruit, Lime, Sugar

MIDNIGHT OIL
Puerto Rican Rum, Rhum Agricole, Cacao,
Mint, Lime, Absinthe

HOW TO HIDE AN ARMY IN AN OPEN FIELD
February 1957. The Movement is gathering new recruits, but they need induction for the

ALL DRINKS

hardships ahead in the jungle of the Sierra Maestra. Celia Sánchez comes up with an ingenious
plan. Outside the garrison town of Manzanillo, on a vast rice plantation she finds a marabuzal
– a huge, impenetrable thicket of tall, twisted thorn trees. Working silently, men use machetes to
clear spaces and trails deep inside the thicket. Hammocks are slung between branches. Training
begins. The recruits must speak in whispers all the time. As soon as they leave, another influx
arrives. The camp survives undetected for years.
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In addition to alcohol and sugar,
the signature ingredients of this
quintessential American tipple are

R IPPLES

IN

TH E

JUNGLE

October 1957. The assassination in July of Frank País was a watershed moment for the Revolution.

bitters and ice – which Cuban bars
began to import especially from
Boston as far back as 1815.

The repercussions, like ripples on water, find their way to every corner of the island – even the
depths of the Sierra Maestra jungle, where the Castros and Che Guevara are training fighters and
drawing up plans for Cuba after the victory they are sure is imminent. They remind recruits that
the true goal is not, as the batistianos believe, simply the overthrow of the regime. It is a complete
transformation. Wherever the nomadic rebel army goes, it always works to build support among
the local campesinos, to spread this message of a better way ahead.
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OLD-FASHIONED

WALK IN THE PARK
Pot Still Irish Whiskey, Blended Scotch, Amontillado Sherry,
French Bitter, Pineapple

FOLIAGE
Bourbon, Rye Whiskey, Spanish Brandy, Oloroso Sherry,
Caribbean Bitter, Absinthe

URBAN MYTH
Blanco Tequila, Espresso,
Black Cardamom, Mole Bitters

COVER STORY
Cachaça, Guyanese Rum, Italian Bitter,
Tawny Port, Cacao, Cumin

A BLUEPRINT MADE FROM LOGS
January 1958. Castro is still regularly moving his column through the countryside, but

ALL DRINKS

decides to create a permanent base in the Sierra Maestra mountains. At first, it is little more
than a rough wooden hut and a clearing. Then more is added. Hidden paths are constructed.
A large field hospital is built, which also functions as a clinic for the local population.
An administration building with a courthouse is next. Eventually it becomes clear: the
Comandancia is more than a command post or training base. It is the blueprint for running
a country once the victory is won.
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OLD-FASHIONED

COMANDANCIA
Reposado Tequila, Mezcal, London Dry Gin,
Fino Sherry, Apricot , Burlesque Bitters

CLASS ACT
American Single Malt Whiskey, Blended Irish Whiskey,
Yellow Chartreuse, Fig, Aromatic Bitters

BOOKWORM
Rye Whiskey, Panamanian Rum, Verjus,
Guava, Aloe, Banana

TEACHER’S PET
Puerto Rican Rum, Jamaican Rum,
Bermudian Rum, Italian Bitter, Cacao

A DRY RUN FOR A SEA-CHANGE
March 1958. The vast province of Oriente is now under the command of Raúl Castro.

ALL DRINKS

Known as the Second Front, this effectively becomes a dry run for the prize, the taking of
Havana. With Batista’s forces driven back from the Front, Raúl gives the order to reopen all
schools. Mass literacy programs are instigated, run by Vilma Espín and Asela de los Santos.
Administration, healthcare, justice, public finance, infrastructure and communications
services are implemented. The local population is always respected. Nothing is ever taken
from the campesinos. The old ways are gone.
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Drinks in this category resemble an
Old-Fashioned, but are softened by
the addition of fortified wine.

SISTERS

MARTYRED

IN

SILENCE

September 1958. Che Guevara asks his senior aide Lidia Doce to make network connections in

The Cuban classic, the iconic
El Presidente, has been dubbed
“the aristocrat of cocktails”.

Havana. There she gets caught up in a protest, and is forced to take refuge with a clandestino,
where she is reunited with Clodomira Acosta, a courier and an old friend. They leave for
a safe house, but their whereabouts are revealed. Lidia and Clodomira are arrested and
tortured. When they refuse to speak, they are taken out to sea, put in sacks filled with sand
and thrown overboard. They are hauled out for questioning but Lidia is dead. Clodomira is
shot. The sacks are dropped again.
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COCKTAIL

EL PRESIDENTE
Bahamian Rum, Panamanian Rum, Mezcal,
Orange, Pomegranate, Mole Bitters

SOUL SISTER
German Gin, London Dry Gin,
Dry Vermouth, Yuzu, Jasmine

CLANDESTINO
Jamaican Rum, Guatemalan Rum, Caribbean Rum,
French Vermouth, Lemongrass

HEAVY METAL
Spanish Brandy, Italian Vermouth,
Italian Bitter, Vanilla

‘WE FIGHT TOGETHER AND DIE TOGETHER’
October 1958. A renewed regime offensive against the people of the Sierra Maestra
grows increasingly brutal and bloody. Women demand a chance to fight alongside
men as equals. Fidel Castro agrees and creates the Mariana Grajeles Platoon – or
Marianas.

With

resources

limited,

the

decision

is

contentious.

Castro

ALL DRINKS

ignores

the concerns and the Marianas fight by his side in the liberation of Santiago.
Teté Puebla had joined the rebel army in 1957 aged 17. Within a year she is a lieutenant
in the Marianas. She stays in the armed forces her entire life, and in 1996 becomes
the first female general in Cuban history.
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COCKTAIL

ROCKET SCIENCE
Danish Vodka, Pale Cream Sherry,
Onion, Verjus, Fennel

TOP DOG
Genever, Pale Cream Sherry, Fino Sherry,
Hopped Grapefruit Bitters

FIGHTING TALK
Bourbon, Applejack, Italian Vermouth,
Celery, Absinthe

NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION
Blended Irish Whiskey, Pear Brandy, Reposado Tequila,
Dry Curaçao, Fennel, Black Cardamom

A TRIUMPHANT END, A HOPEFUL BEGINNING
January 1959. The victorious entry of rebel forces into Havana is a source of mass celebration.

ALL DRINKS

Celia Sánchez becomes Castro’s chief of staff. Ever the organizer, she is always seen at his
side with her notebook. There are many practical things to consider, such as a headquarters
for the new administration. The old presidential palace is too grand, too redolent of the hated
regime. Until a new home can be found, the rebel government operates out of the Havana
Hilton – one of Batista’s proudest achievements – which is renamed Hotel Habana Libre.
The war may be over, but another struggle is just beginning: to forge a new nation.

31.

18 .00

PROMISES MADE, PROMISES KEPT.
Celia Sánchez continues with her practice of providing for the
children of the poor in her home town of Pilón. She gathers up
books, toys and clothing, and ensures these are delivered as before.
Coincidentally, or perhaps not, these three types of gifts turn out
to be significant in the thinking of the new rebel administration.
With the Batista regime defeated and gone, the work ahead for
the revolution begins to become clear.
It is to be founded on three principles. Education for all and
mass literacy are the bedrock of the new government. Soon the
rates are among the highest in the western world. Secondly, land
reform to provide for all. The exploitative feudal systems of the
past are abolished and co-operative ownership is established.
And thirdly, the new administration promises family reform
through equality for all Cuban women – socially, politically and
economically. Within weeks of taking power, Castro’s government
implements legislation establishing equal pay. Within a year, the
Federation of Cuban Women is formed – a mass organization
that co-ordinates and drives change in education, healthcare
and employment.
Vilma Espín, Asela de los Santos, Celia Sánchez, Lidia Doce,
Clodomira Acosta, Teté Puebla and thousands of other women
like them have fought and sacrificed alongside their brothers to
bring about this change. Theirs is a promise made, and a promise
kept. By transforming the very fabric of the nation, they also
effectively delivered a revolution within a revolution.
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Mariela Castro Espín was born
in Havana in 1962, the daughter
of Vilma Espín and Raúl Castro.
A m e m b e r o f t h e C u b a n Na t i o n a l
Assembly, she is also a professor
at the Medical Sciences University
of Havana and is Director of
t h e Na t i o n a l C e n t e r f o r S e x u a l
Education. Mariela’s campaigning
research on issues including
workers’ rights, LGBT rights
and gender equality has received
widespread recognition nationally
and internationally. She lives in
Ha v a n a , i s m a r r i e d t o P a o l o Ti t o l o
and has three children.
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VILMA ESPÍN
HELPING TO SHAPE A REVOLUTION
WITHIN A REVOLUTION

by Mariela Castro Espín

MARIELA CASTRO ESPÍN
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VILMA ESPÍN - HELPING TO SHAPE A REVOLUTION WITHIN A REVOLUTION

Throughout all of the heroic events in Cuba’s history, during its decisive battles,
in the most important victories in its struggle for emancipation, women have
been there.
Their rights were demanded back in the very first Constitutional Assembly of the
Republic in Arms, by a woman named Ana. In the Cuban fields during the battles for
independence in the 19th century they became renowned – embodied by Mariana, Maria
and Amalia. Before them came Carlota, a rebel slave who entered the history of the
nation when she commanded a slave rebellion. A little over a century later, her name was
given to the military operation that led the first Cuban troops to Angola, in support of
the independence of the Africa of her ancestors.
From that lineage came those women who fled to the mountains, some having set
alight their own homes and belongings in the inferno of the revolution. From them
there also came those who fought against the neocolonial republic imposed by US
military intervention at the end of that long war in 1898. Supporters of Martí, feminists,
underground activists: from 1902 until the decade of the 1950s, they became legendary
in the popular resistance against the dictatorships and corrupt governments that never
served the people but simply vacillated between the national ruling bourgeoisie and the
imperial neighbor.
These women achieved universal voting and education rights. They inspired the fighters
of the great national rebellion movement that was precipitated by Fulgencio Batista’s
military coup of 1952. There is an endless list of women who risked their lives fighting
alongside men in the underground and in the rebel army. Urselia Díaz, the Giralt
sisters and Aleida Fernández, Lidia Doce, Clodomira Acosta – all assassinated – Haydée
Santamaría, Melba Hernández, Celia Sánchez, Natalia Bolívar, Norma Porras, Mery
Pumpido, the Rodiles sisters, Carmen Castro, Rosita Mier, Asela de los Santos, Thelvia

37.
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Marín, Verena Pino, the Ruiz Bravo sisters: these are just a few of the names. Though
some of the guerillas doubted the capacity of these women to fight, Fidel created a
platoon made up entirely of women and named it The Marianas – after Mariana Grajales,
a black woman, recognized today as the Mother of the Cuban Nation.
My mother – my closest emotional reference point
I grew up longing my mother would spend more time at home and less with a Revolution
that took up almost all of her days and nights. I so would have loved to enjoy more
of those stories that she and my father would share with us, of their rebel years on
the streets of Santiago de Cuba, and of her friend Frank País, whose mass funeral she
organized, having dressed his body in the olive-green uniform and arm-band of the 26th
of July Movement. She did this in a city growing daily more terrified of the police and
Batista’s militia, who tortured so many young people – some to death, before tossing
their bodies in the gutters and streets as a warning to others.
I am very proud of the fact that, together with her sister Nilsa, my mother turned their
family home into a makeshift general headquarters for the underground youth in the city
of Santiago. In this home she grew up as a free spirit, even able to study “a man’s career”,
which she completed with postgraduate studies in Industrial Chemical Engineering at
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in Boston. She left that home one day in 1958,
never to return permanently again. She left behind all the trappings of an upper middleclass family and dedicated her energies to the struggle for social justice, for the rights of
the many who had neither property nor opportunities in the Cuba of those years.
To escape the relentless hounding of the dictatorship, she found herself continuously
having to change hideout. On one such occasion, jumping from one rooftop to
another in the middle of a storm, she fell and landed in the back yard of a house,
dressed in a white nightgown, her hair long and loose. The woman whose house
it was fell to her knees praying loudly, thinking she was in the presence of the
Blessed Virgin – until my mother’s whispers for help brought her back to reality.
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The woman hid her until the danger had passed. Both laughed many times over this
incident. With the passing of time, it became one of the anecdotes that we most enjoyed
as children. The sad ones, the more painful ones: those, she would never speak of.
As the coordinator for the 26th of July Movement in the then-province of Oriente,
she was greatly persecuted. So much so that when a mission took her to the liberated
territory of the Second Oriente Front, which was controlled by Comandante Raúl Castro,
he persuaded her not to return to the city for fear that she would be assassinated. The
other heads of the Movement seconded this idea. (It was later found in the archives of
the dictatorship’s Military Intelligence Services that the order to have her captured and
murdered had already been given.) From that moment on, my mother and Raúl Castro
fought side by side and together formulated a world of ideas for a nation that they would
both help to liberate. And what’s more: love was born.
The war ended on January 1st of 1959 with the Rebel Forces victorious. The next day
the endless challenge of transforming a country began. My parents faced this challenge
together – right up until death eventually separated them. I’ve never known when they
made that promise to each other. Maybe it was on the day of their marriage, celebrated
on January 26 of the same year, an event covered by Bohemia magazine under the headline
“Rebel Wedding” and picked up everywhere from Life magazine to Paris Match. A year
later my older sister was born. They named her Déborah, which had been one of my
mother’s noms de guerre.
I still can’t explain how she managed so many things in such difficult circumstances.
Right around that time, at Fidel Castro’s initiative, the fight for women’s liberation
was reorganized, and the task was assigned to her. This became, by his own definition,
a Revolution Within a Revolution. She had wanted to dedicate herself to scientific
research in the field of industrial chemistry and to raise a family in peace, and was quite
overwhelmed in the face of this new responsibility.
Her other three children would arrive in the midst of terrible years, in a Cuba that was
blockaded, attacked, threatened and harassed. I myself was born as the first missiles
were arriving from the Soviet Union, which in turn prompted the Missile Crisis.
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My two younger siblings were born during the tensions of a dirty war, with CIA-backed
thugs operating in almost every province of the country, assassinating country folk who
had been taught to read and write by young people in 1961.
My mother soon learned that the work of the Revolution aspired to be much deeper,
and that it would need the contribution of its women. It was a task to conquer national
sovereignty with a project for a new country, one that would guarantee justice and
social equality in all fields of human existence. Women would no longer be unequal and
downtrodden in the struggle for their rights – as had been the case in the past during the
neocolonial Republic. From now on, they would do so on a platform that respected and
integrated their key role into the destiny of the nation itself.
Deep Revolution: the transformation of men and women
The Revolution of 1959 constituted the beginning of the deepest and most radical
transformations in all of Cuba’s history and culture, a complicated process of cultural
metamorphosis that brought about confrontation as well as dialogue between generations,
between cultural norms, social strata and classes; a process that had unprecedented
impact on families, especially in the roles of men and of women, on couples, sexuality
and intergenerational relations. The country wasn’t waiting for economic growth in
order to begin taking steps towards equality for women. It began by involving men and
women alike in the changes that would transform the country as never before.
From the first revolutionary law of February 7th of 1959 establishing equal pay between
the sexes, women began to be simultaneously both the beneficiaries and the protagonists
of all the changes.
On August 23rd 1960, the Federation of Cuban Woman (la Federación de Mujeres Cubanas,
or FMC) was constituted – an organized, mass movement of women in civil society. It was
the birth of a unique project that empowered women as individuals with rights, something
that has had a profound impact on all of society, politics and culture. As a result, the FMC
has become one of the key forces driving social development in Cuba, a platform for training
and education, giving voice to the political individual’s work of transforming societal roles
and relationships.
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The guarantee of the right to education through a universal system that is free, secular,
mixed and mandatory up to high-school level laid the groundwork for the erosion of the
old racial, social and gender prejudices. The literacy campaign of 1961 brought with it
the feminization of the educational sector, because 60% of the instructors were women
– mainly teenagers. 52% of the adult educators of the campaign were also women.
The FMC was decisive in the task of transforming the life of the nation. It integrated all
the diverse feminist organizations and women’s groups that had taken part in the fight
against the dictatorship. When the young revolutionary state closed down the brothels,
casinos and other illicit businesses that had profited from exploiting female sexuality,
the Federation began teaching and finding employment for the tens of thousands of
women who had been living as prostitutes. It also began volunteer work in the area of
healthcare, encouraging girls to consider fields of work not traditionally open to them. It
created daycare centers to serve as a complement to family education – not a substitute.
It demanded employment for women as a priority wherever possible and promoted the
most advanced prevention programs for sexually transmitted diseases, breast cancer
and cervical/uterine cancer, along with family planning, sex education, the fight against
gender violence, support for maternity and paternity rights, single-parent rights
– together with many other programs and initiatives.
The bourgeoisie were scandalized, male chauvinism intensified and social contradictions
grew. But no-one could hold back this wave of liberation for Cuban women any longer.
Over 70% of the female population became affiliated with the Federation of Cuban
Women. They were ad hoc teachers in the literacy campaign, they became members of
the Territorial Army and joined the military. They trained as pilots and sea captains. They
went into the new factories and the workshops, and joined the agricultural cooperatives.
They went to day and night school – even when home life meant double or even triple the
workload – until they became the strongest and most qualified workforce in the country.
For years debate has raged on the nature of the Cuban experience. The more reactionary
blamed the FMC or even the Revolution itself for the rise in divorce or abortion – ignoring
the suffering that centuries of prohibiting these choices had caused. Precisely because
of this, in the mid-1960s, with the aim of saving women’s lives and guaranteeing their
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rights to choose over their own bodies, a program of family planning was established and
given formal government support. With this, voluntary termination of a pregnancy was
made available as a free and safe service, performed by professionals in public health
institutions. As a result, maternal mortality rates were significantly cut. In 1975, Cuba
passed the Family Code – one of the most advanced such pieces of legislation in the
international arena – guaranteeing the rights of women and girls in this matter.
Cuban women account for 78.5% of the healthcare sector, 53% in the field of scientific
and technological research, 82% of the education sector, 78% of public prosecutors and
77.5% of all judges. Today Cuba has the world’s second-highest female parliamentary
representation, with 53.22%.
This all makes me very proud as a daughter and especially as a citizen involved in the
social rebuilding work of our Revolution. All of these numbers are indicators of the
changes achieved both socially and in terms of attitude. But they are not the only changes
to which our society aspires. My mother, who was a key inside figure in the emancipation
of women, had the foresight to make us understand that the struggle between men and
women should not be fragmented. How can one side work without the other? How can
we avoid the theoretical and practical arguments that might simply end up recreating
the old mindset we wish to transcend? How can we advance the search of the politically
engaged individual for a just society? In this sense, it is imperative that the concerns of
men are not silenced, but are heard as well. Men and women must both strive together
on the road towards liberation.
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B o r n i n 1 9 60, A l e i da G ue v a ra March is the
e l de s t da ug h te r of fo ur c h i l dren born to
th e re v o l uti o na r y Er ne s to “ C h e” G u evara
a nd h i s s e c o nd w i fe , A l e i da March . She
i s a p e di a tr i c i a n i n Ha v a na a n d h as al so
wo r k e d i n A ng o l a , Ec ua dor a nd Nicaragu a.
In a ddi ti on, A l e i da i s a note d ad vocate
fo r h uma n r i g h ts a nd de bt rel ief for
de v e l o p i ng na ti ons .
Th o ug h s h e w a s onl y 7 ye a r s ol d wh en
h e r fa th e r di e d, h e re ma i ns a n end u ring
s ourc e o f p e r s o na l i ns p i ra ti on. “ His
c a p a c i ty to g i v e h i ms e l f to th e cau se of
o th e r s w a s a t th e c e ntre of h i s bel iefs, ”
sh e h a s s a i d. “ If w e c oul d o nl y fol l ow his
ex a mp l e , th e w o r l d w oul d be a mu ch more
be a uti ful p l a c e . ”
A l e i da G ue v a ra Ma rc h h e l p s ru n two
c l i ni c s for di s a bl e d c h i l dre n and two
h o me s for re fug e e c h i l dre n i n Cu ba. She
is ba s e d a t th e W i l l i a m S o l e r Chil d ren’s
Ho s p i ta l i n Ha v a na , s p e c i a l iz ing in
c h i l dh ood a l l e r g i e s .
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I was born in 1960, at the end of the second year of the Cuban Revolution. It was a happy
childhood. We didn’t have many material things – my siblings and I all shared what toys
we had with our friends in the neighborhood. We ran around freely, there was laughter
and, yes, the occasional argument, but they were quickly resolved and the normal rhythm
of life continued. I grew up in a family of four children, all only a few months apart – so
it was a household that almost never knew silence. There are thousands of stories from
those years.

And the memories pile up. Images of my parents’ room one weekend – no school or
daycare to go to – each of us coming in, one after another and laying down next to our
mother. She is alone, our father isn’t there, but we position ourselves on either side
of her so that each one would have our head resting on her. I still hear my maternal
grandmother’s voice as she walked in on the sight and said: “There she is, the lioness
with all her cubs at her side!”
In October of 1967 that image was broken, never to return. Yes, we still laughed – we were
children after all – but the joy from before was gone. Papa was dead and sadly a part of
our mother had gone with him.

I have no recollections of my parents together. Fortunately, however, my mother wrote
her memoirs in a beautiful book entitled “Evocación,” and I recommend it. In it she
tells the stories of how they met and how a great love was born – one that produced our
lives. The book has some of their letters, showing the deep emotions they shared for one
another – and letting us know that we came into the world from a great love.
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I have an older sister, Hildita, but she didn’t live with us. She is my father’s daughter
from his first marriage. But although we had different mothers we always got along
very well.

I always say that I am the eldest of this “litter”, and as such I have always behaved. I would
help my mother in everything I could – though I could also be a handful. My brother
Camilo and I didn’t get along and spent most of our childhood bickering. Happily we are
great friends today, but back then we fought like cats and dogs, and caused our mother
more than her fair share of heartache.

It can be a complicated thing, living in Cuba as the children of a man this country adores.
I’ll try to sum it up it as best I can. In my mind I divide people’s attitudes into three types.
The first is made up of those who believe that since our father is no longer with us, they
are obliged to protect us and give us special treatment. The second group are those
who believe that since our father is no longer with us, we must be better than life itself,
and they expect more of us than of anyone else. The last set is made up of those who
understand that we are people just like everyone else, and treat us as such. Unfortunately
this is the smallest of the three groups.
Because of these attitudes, our mother taught us something very useful: “You are the
children of a man this nation loves dearly. For that reason you will be offered things that
you haven’t earned on your own merit. Always keep your feet on the ground and accept
only that which you truly deserve.” Thanks to that we learned to live without any issues.

From the age of 11 until 17 I went to boarding school. It was my own decision. During
the week, from Sunday night to Saturday afternoon, I attended the Camilo Cienfuegos
Vocational Military Academy, better known in Cuba as “los Camilitos.” There I completed
my junior high and high school education. It was an extraordinary experience. Many of
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us still get together to reminisce and laugh about those years. There was a big student
body back then in a school with military discipline, but we were teenagers too. We would
have to stand in long lines for breakfast and often the younger kids would be left without
bread at the end of the line as the older students would grab more than they should. So
Captain Felipe, a man we all greatly respected, at one point made it clear that if he caught
anyone taking more than their share, there would be no pass – which meant no chance
to spend the weekend at home.
Things changed immediately for the better after that, but there was always one wise guy.
One day, a ruckus started up and this kid grabbed two loaves. Captain Felipe spotted it
this and yelled out: “Bread – put that boy down or there’ll be Hell to pay!” That was our
life – full of laughter and hard work. At the time, I couldn’t wait to finish school, but now
I enjoy reliving it with my old class-mates.

After I finished at “los Camilitos” I went on to study medicine. Why choose this career?
It’s simple. Firstly, my father was a doctor, and he has always been the example I follow.
In the second place, you surely already know that since I was born I’ve received love
from the people around me – and how better to return the gesture? I thought that since
medicine is completely free in Cuba, it would allow me to give back something of what
people had given me. And you know what? I was right. I love my profession, it makes me
feel useful and it has allowed me to help many people in different parts of the world.
(I could share many anecdotes, but there isn’t time right now. One day I’ll tell a little
about the adventures of a medical student in Cuba and the things that we experienced in
other parts of the world.)

By the time I’d finished the fifth year of medical school (it’s a six-year program in Cuba)
our Commander-in-Chief, Fidel Castro, requested our help for the people of Nicaragua.
We didn’t have enough doctors and they needed our help, so many young people went to
Nicaragua. That’s why I graduated from the University of Havana and the University of
Central America in Managua. It was a very intense year that left a mark on our lives and
gave us a glimpse of the difficulties that our peoples in the Americas still experience.
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For security reasons, our country decided that all the female doctors had to return to
Cuba, and we did, but it was a tough decision leaving our comrades behind.

On my return I had the bright idea of heading to Moa in the east of Cuba – mining
country. During the 1980s living conditions there were so bad, it was like something from
an old Hollywood western. People were working in very unsatisfactory circumstances.
There is a lot to be written about that time, but let me just mention this one anecdote.
One day I was waiting at the bus stop. The driver opened the door and asked me if I
was Che’s daughter. I said yes, and he immediately said to hop on. I told him I was
going in another direction. He replied that it didn’t matter, saying “Get on, this bus is
all yours”. I thanked him a thousand times over but I couldn’t allow him to do this. I had
forgotten that in that same mining town years before, my father became revered like a
god, because as Industries Minister, he had demanded that miners be given a special diet
and decent living conditions.

A year later I was back home in Havana. I went to work at the Pedro Borrás teaching
hospital to complete my pediatric residency. However, during that time a need arose to
help the people of Angola, so off I went again.
And folks, that’s where things got real. It was two years of hard work, of unrelenting
struggle for the lives of the children. I learned a lot – above all about respecting a people
completely different from my own, because we’re all the same under the skin.
I had a patient with tuberculosis. His name was Selson. He was very small, his skin was
very black and his little teeth were very white. I gave him all my love, and he helped me
get through some very difficult moments. He would wait for me every day holding his
mother’s blanket so that I could carry him on my back, which I did. I would take him
around the perimeter of the hospital and that was enough to make him happy. What he
surely never knew was that his affection gave me the strength to bear the pain I would
feel every day at the loss of other children to cholera, to malnutrition, malaria or the lack
of medicines needed to fight those diseases.
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Those two years have been the hardest of my life. They still provoke an enormous
reaction in me against anything that has to do with colonialism, and even more so against
anything that relates to racism.

Still, life takes interesting turns. You know the saying, “when God closes one door, He
opens another”? Well, I experienced something like that when I returned to Cuba on
vacation. I met up with an old friend from the days at “los Camilitos”, and a month later
we were married. As luck would have it, he was able to follow me to Luanda and by the
time my posting there was over, I returned home with one of my two treasures – my
eldest daughter in my womb.
Estefania was supposed to be called Victoria – that was the wish of my uncle
Fidel. He went to the hospital to name her as she was born on December 21st 1988.
On the next day Cuba, Angola and South Africa were to sign the agreement whereby
Cuba withdrew its troops from Angola; Namibia was to be granted its independence and
the end to Apartheid in South Africa was to commence – without question a real triumph.
But my daughter’s father was still in Angola and I had given my word that I would
name her Estefania. I wasn’t able to please my uncle and he got very cross. I remember
him standing in front of the baby’s crib, saying “Well, I hope you don’t inherit your
mother’s temperament!”

Around 17 months later my second daughter was born, and then it was my turn to name
her. That is why she is called Celia. (I have no sons, but if I had one, as I’m sure you
can guess, I would have named him Ernesto.) I decided to name my daughter after my
paternal grandmother. My father loved his mother deeply, and to honor him I named my
youngest after her. In my family there are now many Celias. As I said, my grandmother
had the name. She passed it on to her first daughter, my aunt. Then came my younger
sister, who was born on my father’s birthday, so he honored his mother. Later came my
daughter and some years later we now have a new beautiful character in our lives, my
brother Camilo’s youngest daughter, whom he named Celia Habana.
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Time has passed, and my daughters are all grown up now. My eldest is an economist and
my youngest a vascular surgeon – how about that? The figure of their grandfather seems
more present than ever. He’s always a part of our lives, and not a day goes by that we
don’t think of him. The truth of the matter is that our parents’ love enabled us to grow up
in a free, sovereign nation where we were given the chance to be better human beings,
to be able to offer our love and compassion to other peoples of the world. In all honesty
I must say that if I am a woman who is of use in society today it is because my mother
taught me to love my father. She taught us what he was like, encouraging us to be like
him always.

I once heard the lyrics to a milonga written by an Argentinian woman on the grave of her
daughter when she finally found her remains: “If I die, don’t cry for me. Do as I did and I
will stay alive in you.” That is exactly what we try to do every day of our existence so that
the love they shared remains present with us always.
And with this little piece of my life, I send you all my fondest best wishes.

PS: My uncle Fidel was, is, and will always be my other father – but that’s a whole
other story…
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LINCOLN CUSHING, BORN 1953,
HAVANA, CUBA.
Lincoln Cushing has at various times been a
printer, artist, librarian, archivist, and author.
He is involved in numerous efforts to document,
catalog and disseminate oppositional political
culture of the late 20th century. His books include
Revolución! Cuban Poster Art (Chronicle Books,
2003), Visions of Peace & Justice: 30 Years of
Political Posters from the Archives of Inkworks
Press (2007), Chinese Posters: Art from the Great
Proletarian Cultural Revolution (Chronicle
Books 2007), Agitate! Educate! Organize! –
American Labor Posters (Cornell University
Press, 2009) and an illustrated essay in Ten Years
That Shook The City – San Francisco 19681978 (City Lights Books, 2011). He was the guest
curator at the Oakland Museum of California for
the 2012 exhibition All Of Us Or None – Poster
Art of the San Francisco Bay Area, and author
of a catalog by the same title (Heyday, 2012). His
research and publishing projects can be seen at
www.docspopuli.org
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01.

01.
(ovpposite)
“Neither Nations nor Men Respect Anyone Who Fails
to Make Himself Respected”
1985, by Rene Mederos Pazos, for EP [DOR].
José Martí (1853-1895) was an author and Cuban patriot
who dedicated his life to the overthrow of Spanish rule.
He lived in exile in New York City from January 1880
to January 1895, where he founded a newspaper and a
children’s magazine.

02.
(overleaf)
“Cuba 1952,”
1973, by René Mederos Pazos, for Editora Política [COR].
This visual exploration of the oppression suffered by the
Cuban people under the Batista dictatorship is from the
“Moncada” poster series. It is captioned with a quote from
Fidel Castro’s “History Will Absolve Me” speech made in
his own defense. Castro was on trial for his role in the
failed attack on the military barracks on July 26, 1953,
considered the beginning of the Cuban revolution: “To
these people whose desperate roads through life have been
paved with the bricks of betrayal and false promises, we
were not going to say: ‘We will give you ...’ but rather:
‘Here it is, now fight for it with everything you have, so
that liberty and happiness may be yours!’”
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Posters have played a long, distinguished and important role in public
life in Cuba, going back as far as the start of the twentieth century.
At that time, the immediacy of a poster was an essential element in a
society where literacy rates were low. Poster art was art with a clear
function: to deliver a message.
Its clearest antecedents in the modern age – the so-called Republi-

The Cuban Poster

can era – are to be found in graphic arts magazines such as Carteles,
which was founded in 1902 and remained in print until the 1960s. The

Cuba has long occupied a world presence in several things far out of proportion to its size

subject matter covered the usual range: theatrical performances and

– tobacco, rum, and revolutionary politics. To those, we should also add posters.

shows, seasonal and festive events, and of course, sales messages.
The 2001 catalog for “Troubled Images,” an exhibition about the conflict in Northern Ireland
After the Revolution in 1959, however, many of those subjects changed,

at Belfast’s Linen Hall Library, postulates that “Political posters may be propaganda, but

and artists were focusing on public issues and initiatives such as lit-

they are as close to art as many in our society come.” There’s a lot we can learn about

eracy drives, motivational or inspirational messages, political slogans

Cuba from the massive outpouring of these vibrant works. Most were produced during the

and public health advice.

“Golden Age” of Cuban posters, the period from the late 1960s through the mid-1980s.

It is this late development of the genre that concerns the following

The posters offer a significant insight into Cuban life. Impressive as they are as artistic

essay by Lincoln Cushing – an authority both on the history of the

artifacts, their deeper value lies in their ability to help us understand the Cuba of this

poster and of the particular life it has had in Cuba for the past fifty

period. It was one of those historical moments when human capital was more important

years or so.

than financial capital, when public voluntarism was commonplace, and self-sacrifice
expected. Social experimentation was the order of the day. Many people’s lives were
fundamentally transformed, and old political struggles were resolved as new ones
emerged.
Cuba is a literate nation of eleven million people. Havana itself is a cosmopolitan capital of
one million, and has been a cultural nexus between the Old World and the new ever since
the “discovery” of the Americas in 1492. From the beginning, Cuban artists and intellectuals
have been active in creating their own national culture. During the intense period before the
1959 revolution, artists of all stylistic persuasions were adding their skills to the overthrow
of the dictator Fulgencio Batista. Afterwards, posters evolved to a world-class level.
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03.
(opposite)
“First conference of UNEAC
graphic design”
1979, by Francisco Masvidal
Cubans take their revolutionary
culture very seriously, as
evidenced by this poster for the
National Union of Writers and
Artists of Cuba.

04.
“Cut Until the Last Cane”
1971, by Gladys Acosta, for EP [COR].
Sugar and tobacco were Cuba’s colonial legacy monoculture
crops, and remained very important in the postrevolutionary economy. The U.S. imported a third of its
sugar from Cuba until the government imposed an economic
embargo in 1960. Sugar beets grown elsewhere now rule, and
Cuba’s world dominance has faded. This striking poster uses
the text as a machete to cut the artistically-enhanced cane.
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It didn’t happen right away. In the years immediately following the Revolution there was

the Department of Revolutionary Orientation (DOR, 1974–1984), and finally settled on

no sign that this art form would blossom. Early public artwork was generally described

Editora Política in 1985. This agency is responsible for a wide range of mostly domestic

as unimaginative and hackneyed. In the words of one observer, “commercial standards

public-information propaganda in the form of books, brochures, billboards and, of course,

of realistic illustration of the Batista era were [simply] given a new political orientation.”

posters. Many other government agencies used the resources and distribution powers of EP

By the mid-1960s the Cubans managed to avoid mimicking the socialist realism typical
of Soviet propaganda and were well on the way to establishing their own unique
style. Given that the two countries were in the process of building deep political and
economic ties, this was a highly visible indicator of Cuban independence. Poster-making
blossomed because of a long tradition of international influence in Cuban artwork and
a revolutionary government that was relatively open to experimentation and innovation.
The poster producers

for their own work, including the Federation of Cuban Women, the National Confederation
of Workers and the National Union of Students in Latin American and the Caribbean.
OSPAAAL (Organization in Solidarity with the People of Africa, Asia, and Latin America)
is a United Nations non-governmental organization based in Havana. It was the primary
source of solidarity posters produced in Cuba and aimed at activists around the world.
Between 1966 and 1990, OSPAAAL published Tricontinental, a monthly magazine with a
circulation that in 1989 peaked at 30,000 copies. Tricontinental was produced in English,

Most Cuban posters have been produced under the auspices of three agencies: ICAIC (the

Spanish, French, and Arabic, and was mailed to 87 countries. Many issues – especially

Cuban Film and Cinematic Industries Institute, more commonly known as the Cuban

during the early years – included a poster. This simple act, of violating the conventional

Film Institute), Editora Política and OSPAAAL (the Organization in Solidarity with the

formal purity of a poster by folding it up for mailing, was the key to what became the

People of Africa, Asia, and Latin America). Although each agency developed its own area

most effective worldwide poster distribution system ever.

of specialization, individual artists often created work for all of them.
Poster messaging
ICAIC is responsible for producing posters for all films made in Cuba, as well as for
foreign films shown in the country. Its posters have all been of identical size to fit in
special kiosks throughout Havana and other cities. Movies have always been enormously
popular in Cuba, and before the Revolution, film posters, like the films themselves,
usually were designed and printed outside the country. Afterwards, ICAIC played a key
role in the emergence of a uniquely Cuban style of poster art. Saúl Yelin was a visionary
publicist when ICAIC was created in March 1959, and he was instrumental in turning the
fresh, new film institute into a significant international cultural presence. In keeping

Cuban artists have used alternative and creative approaches to graphic representation,
producing a distinctive and rich poster genre. Rather than serving commercial interests,
these posters promote social services and community-building. National pride is a deep
underlying theme, honoring fallen patriots as well as movements and events.
International solidarity is an important part of the national culture, especially because

with the spirit of the times, the contribution of the individual designer was less important

Cuba has had its own long fight against U.S. influence. This deep connection to other

than the content of the poster, and dozens of idealistic and talented artists applied their

underdeveloped countries struggling for self-determination resulted in many works

professional skills to this new enterprise.

succinctly and elegantly showing resistance against colonialism and U.S. power. In 1969
and 1971 Editora Política sent the artist René Mederos to Vietnam, where he spent several

Editora Política (EP), the official publishing department of the Cuban Communist Party,

months experiencing the American war on the ground. He created two stunning series of

started out as the Committee of Revolutionary Orientation (COR, 1962–1974), then became

paintings, many of which were turned into silk-screen prints and offset posters.
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05.
(opposite)
“Education: A Weapon Against
the Enemy”
1972, artist unknown, for the
Ministry of the Interior.
Cuban literacy levels were
historically higher than many
of its neighbors, but in 1961 a
massive and effective campaign
not only brought literacy to
world-class levels, it helped
break down the urban-rural
divisions that hampered national
social progress.

06.
“12th Anniversary of the Federation of Cuban Women”
1972, by Heriberto Echeverria, for Editora Política.
As described in the accompanying essay by Mariela Castro
Espín, women were involved in the overthrow of Batista
as well as the post-revolutionary social transformation of
the nation.
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Many posters include visual references to Africa and to the struggle against slavery and

a collage of seven of the portraits, and added the famous phrase “Hasta la victoria,

racism. Cuba is extraordinarily racially integrated, a feature that can be traced to wars

siempre!” (“Ever onward to victory!”). It was published by the Cuban Communist Party

of independence in which trust and respect between Spanish-origin criollos and Afro-

propaganda department as a large screen-print.

Cuban leaders and troops were essential to victory against the Spanish. Historical events
The Ireland connection

from Cuba’s own revolution are also regularly portrayed, including the 1953 attack on the
Moncada Barracks, the 1955 voyage of Fidel Castro’s forces from Mexico to Cuba aboard
the Granma, and the 1961 repulsion of the U.S.–backed invasion at the Bay of Pigs.

One of those responsible for the proliferation of Che’s image is Irish artist Jim Fitzpatrick.
Fitzpatrick claims that as a teenager he met Guevara in 1961 or 1962, in a chance encounter

Che’s iconic image

at the Royal Marine Hotel bar in Kilkee while Guevara’s flight was delayed at Shannon
Airport. They talked about Guevara’s Irish lineage, which can be traced to Patrick Lynch,

The most common portrait on Cuban walls is not that of Fidel Castro or José Martí –

who emigrated to Argentina in the 1740s. Soon after Che’s death, Fitzpatrick produced

it’s Ernesto “Che” Guevara. He’s seen as representing the purest spirit of the Cuban

a hand-drawn stylized black and red screen-printed poster version, based on Korda’s

revolution, –a hard-won status for the asthmatic Argentine-born physician. He joined

photo in Amsterdam’s anarchist Provo magazine. It was ripped off by Andy Warhol, which

up with Castro during his exile in Mexico after the failed 1953 attack on the Moncada

helped elevate Fitzpatrick’s role as one of the originators of the “Korda matrix.” Just last

Barracks, and was one of the 82 revolutionaries packed aboard the cabin cruiser Granma

year, Fitzpatrick’s Che image was issued as an official postage stamp for the Republic of

in 1956 when Fidel returned to Cuba.

Ireland, which expectedly drew criticism from the Cuban exile community.

After the revolution, Che assumed various roles within the government, eventually

Kirkpatrick’s fierce promotion of Che’s legacy is one of many examples of Irish pride

leaving Cuba in 1965 to promote revolution abroad. He was captured in Bolivia by CIA-

in this defender of the downtrodden. Dave Helvarg, a veteran journalist colleague,

assisted forces and executed on October 9, 1967.
Art historian David Kunzle describes the singular iconic graphic of Che as the “Korda
matrix.” The original photograph was taken by Korda (Alberto Díaz Gutiérrez, 19282001), on March 4, 1960. Korda was at an event honoring victims of a sabotage explosion
of a French freighter in Cuba, attended by luminaries including Fidel Castro, Jean-Paul
Sartre and Simone de Beauvoir. Korda only snapped off two photos, and didn’t use the
famous shot until May or June of 1967, when Che was in Bolivia. Korda gave a print to the
leftist Italian publisher Giangiacomo Feltrinelli, who produced a bare poster using just

recounted this encounter in the spring of 1973:
“It was the height of ‘The Troubles.’ I was invited to attend a meeting of the political
wing of the IRA in the town of Armagh, one of the most active areas that the British
Army referred to as ‘bandit country.’ The meeting was in a centuries-old building off a
stone street. We went in through a pub and upstairs and then up a steep ladder into the
building’s garret. Following a couple of young IRA men and women, I popped my head
into the attic space and the first thing I saw were three posters on a facing wall: Angela
Davis, Black Panther Bobby Seale – and Che Guevara.”

the photo without text.

Hasta la victoria, siempre!

Soon after Che’s death, Korda’s photo was used for numerous public displays, and the

Further reading:

photograph was simplified into a high contrast image poster by the artist Ñiko (Antonio

Revolución!: Cuban Poster Art, Lincoln Cushing, 2003.

Pérez González). Ñiko kept the beret with the distorted four-pointed star, assembled

Che’s Afterlife, Michael Casey, 2009.
Troubled Images: Posters and Images of the Northern Ireland Conflict from the Linen Hall Library,
Belfast, edited by Yvonne Murphy, Allan Leonard, Gordon Gillespie, and Kris Brown, 2001.
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07.
“March 8 – International
Women’s Day”
1971, by Heriberto
Echeverria, for Editora
Politica.
The first “National Woman’s
Day” was held on February
28, 1909 in New York,
organized by the Socialist
Party of America. The idea
took off, and it’s now more
celebrated in other countries
than in the US.

08.
“Day of the Heroic
Guerrilla”
1968, by Elena Serrano.
The iconic graphic image of
Che Guevara is radiating
out of Latin America.
The date is that of Che’s
assassination in Bolivia.
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10.

(opposite)

“Moby Dick”
1968, by Antonio Reboiro,
for ICAIC.

“Working for the 10 Million for
Full Health”
1970, by Daysi Garcia, for
Editora Politica.

82 .

In 1952, young medical student
Che Guevara took an iconic
motorcycle trip through South
America and learned about rural
healthcare disparities. In 1960,
the Cuban Rural Medical Service
was established, which dispersed
hundreds of newly graduated
physician volunteers in remote
areas over the next decade to
improve public health. Some rode
motorcycles.

The Hollywood poster for
this 1956 classic focuses
on the grimacing face of
Gregory Peck, about to
harpoon the title character.
It’s no fluke that the artistic
a n d psy chedelic Cu ba n
version hig hlig ht s t he
u n derdog .

In BlackTail a lost world
lives on, a world of
elegance and glamor, of
courtesy and charm; and
above all, of peerless
cocktails. We embrace the
lush life. Join us.

B L A C K T A I L

Special thanks to Margarita Alarcon and Byron Motley for all
their help in making this menu possible.

Design, Illustration & Printing by Drinksology®
drinksology.com

