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If last year belonged to Bacardi, 
this year is certainly Pernod 
Ricard’s. The company triumphed 
with its Plymouth gin (Hunky 
Dory), Olmeca tequila (Jasmine 

Tea Margarita) and Chivas Regal 18 year 
old scotch (Aberdeen Flip) to take home 
three golds. 

It wasn’t a bad day for Mangrove and 
its Santa Teresa rums, either. 1796 (Tiers 
of Joy) and Rhum Orange (Orange Flip-
flop) took gold for their cocktails. The 
sixth gold went to Diego Zamora’s Licor 
43 for Daiquiri Espanol. 

The trophies for each category – 
aperitif, long drink and after dinner 
drinks – will be announced in July at the 
Drinks International 40th birthday. I 
know, we don’t look that old, do we? Do 
we?! We’ll also award an overall trophy 
to the all-singing, all-dancing 2012 
Cocktail Challenge Champion. 

We awarded six golds, 14 silvers and 
12 bronzes – not bad for a day’s work. 
‘We’ means me and our judges, who 
were Shaker UK’s Amit Sood, Gorgeous 
Group’s Julian Shaw, Antoni Heatley 
from Cutlass Communications, DI editor 
Christian Davis and UK Bartenders’ 
Guild president Daniel Crebese. The final 
took place at Shaker & Co, London.

Cocktail Challenge
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The results of the annual Drinks 
International Cocktail Challenge are in. 
Lucy Britner presents the medal winners

Mixing it

Milk & Honey bartender Bobby Hiddleston shows 
how it’s done at the Cocktail Challenge

The Cocktail Challenge 
judges (clockwise from 
top left): Amit Sood, of 
Shaker uK; Christian Davis, 
Drinks International editor, 
Antoni Heatley, of Cutlass 
Communications; Lucy 
Britner, Drinks International 
deputy editor; Daniel 
Crebese, uK Bartenders’ 
Guild president; Julian Shaw, 
of Gorgeous Group
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